WATER  UNDER  THE  BRIDGES
at the time a very sound and competent British Minister, Ronald
Campbell junior. Yet, thanks to my intimate friendship with the
murdered King Alexander, my long, close, and mutually trustful
relations with the Prince Regent, I had held and would have held again
an unique position among all branches of the Yugoslav race, Croats
and Slovenes as well as Serbs. Even the Prime Minister at the time,
Stoyadinovitch, owed a good deal of the success of his political career
to me, and my influence with him might possibly have kept him on
the rails instead of going off them as he did. However competent the
British Minister, he could never have exercised the same influence as
I could have done, and I still regret that the Foreign Office declined
to consider my suggestion.
The British Legation at Belgrade was one of the latest Office of
Works constructions, designed on the model of the Sofia Legation,
and had only been completed shortly before my arrival. It was fully
and agreeably furnished, comfortable and practical, but with one
serious potential disadvantage, namely, very inadequate reception-
rooms. Except in the summer in fine weather when there could have
been an overflow into the garden, it would have been impossible to
have given any large-size reception or even a dance in them. Yet such
things are expected occasionally of H.M.'s representatives abroad. The
garden itself had been charmingly arranged by my predecessor's wife,
Lady Kennard, and had in one corner of it a tennis court which was a
godsend to the staff as well as to the Minister, to whom it afforded an
opportunity of easy but much-appreciated entertainment. Hospitality
and entertainment have not only a considerable propaganda value
but help also in the collection of information, and constitute one of
the important duties of a British mission abroad. The Legation tennis
court consequently proved extremely useful to me. When I was
Secretary to Sir Arthur Nicolson in St. Petersburg he used to tell me
that most of his best information was acquired late in the evening,
when he used to invite one of his guests into his study after a good
dinner at which he had plenty to eat and drink. In a similar way I had
many serious talks in that garden at Belgrade whilst the others were
playing tennis.
The Legation staff was small but on the whole sufficient for the
purpose. It consisted on the diplomatic side of two secretaries, a lady
typist, and two archivists. The Commercial Secretary and the Consul
172

